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Connect With Tau Omega! 
We would love to stay in touch with you! 

Send your updated contact information to 

josh.rosen@utoronto.ca, and visit us online 

at http://www.aepitauomega.org/  
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A Word From the Master 

 

ɇɇɇɋɋɋ   
Alpha Epsilon Pi ς Tau Omega Chapter ς University of Toronto 

Dear Brothers, Parents and Alumni, 

What a year for Tau Omega! 

Our schedule was packed this year with a 

tremendous range of events and initiatives, from 

involvement in the UofT Greek community to 

philanthropy to brotherhood events to even more 

philanthropy. Along the way, our commitment to each 

other as brothers has grown even stronger. For all that, 

a hearty congratulations and commendation must go 

out to the outgoing Executive Board, especially Master 

WƻǎƘ wƻǎŜƴ όΩмлύΦ 

hŦ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƴƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΧ 

We initiated 11 new brothers this November - a 

tremendous class of brothers who have already made a 

significant mark on our fraternity. For example, Pledge 

/ƭŀǎǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ /ƘŀƛƳ YǳƘƴǊŜƛŎƘ όΩмнύ ƻǊganized a 

phenomenal formal for the chapter in what was quite 

possibly the best night of the year. This class is already 

well-represented on our Executive Board; indeed the 

future is bright! 

Without a doubt, our greatest achievements this 

year have been in philanthropy and Jewish community 

involvement. We raised, for the second year in a row, 

over a thousand dollars for the Diabetes Hope 

Foundation. We led the collection of donor registration 

ŎŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DƛŦǘ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜ ό.ƻƴŜ aŀǊǊƻǿύ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

initiative at UofT. We were the only Jewish organization 

on campus to take actions to remember on Yom 

Hashoah, the Holocaust Remembrance Day, walking 

throughout campus and the downtown core in poignant 

silence.  As always, we helped an old rabbi sustain his 

small business by unloading a truck full of matzo. We 

took particular pride by being by far the most active 

group on campus to oppose IAW (the so-called Israeli 

Apartheid Week). 

PŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦W!Ωǎ 

Walk for Israel, a smashing success for AEPi Canada that 

was, in essence, a Tau Omega initiative led by our very 

ƻǿƴ tƘƛƭŀƴǘƘǊƻǇȅ /ƘŀƛǊΣ wƻƳŀǊ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ όΩмлύΦ 

For all this group success, the brothers of Tau Omega 

haven't been too busy to get involved in campus life at 

UofT - and when we get involved, we do it right. Next 

year, we will be extremely well represented on the 

University of Toronto Hillel Executive (Rosen, President; 

Kuhnreich, VP Social; Moskowitz, VP Israel Affairs; 

Johnson, VP Tzedek). Brothers will also have active roles 

on the Computer Science Student Union (Henig, 

President), as well as Fraternity-Sorority Council 

(Ginzburg, Public Relations). Tau Omega is further 

represented at UofT in the debating club, as well as 

prominently in intramural sports. 

This upcoming year, Tau Omega will build on its past 

successes and parlay them to even greater heights. We 

on the new Executive Board are thrilled and honoured 

by the opportunity to lead our chapter. However, as 

strong as a fraternity can be on the inside, it is always 

bolstered exponentially by help from its friends on the 

outside. We consider ourselves lucky to have such a 

wide cast of friends and supporters, and look forward to 

continuing to make them proud. 

Please enjoy reading of our exploits in this newsletter 

ς we sure had a blast doing them! To learn more about 

our fraternity, to lend a helping hand, or to raise a 

concern, I remain personally yours.  

Most Fraternally, 

Jesse-Ross Cohen 

Brother Master 

(905-717-3051; jesseross.cohen@utoronto.ca) 
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A New Dedication

 

Our Commitment to Judaism 

 

ɇɇɇɋɋɋ   
Alpha Epsilon Pi ς Tau Omega Chapter ς University of Toronto 

Contributor: Will Pazner 

Our chapter became heavily involved in the Jewish 

community in a number of ways. We began the year by 

having a Shabbat dinner with Delta Pi at Aish HaTorah's 

new location near our campus. Rabbi Mitch Goldstein of 

Aish, himself an honourary AEPi brother, graciously 

hosted several other events throughout the year, 

including a Hannukah party and another dinner with 

Delta Pi, all of which were thoroughly enjoyed by all 

who attended. 

 A yearly Tau Omega tradition involves brothers 

finding others a place at a Seder table for Passover. 

.ǊƻǘƘŜǊ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ²ŀǎǎŜǊƳŀƴ όΩмлύ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ !9tƛ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ 

to a Passover Seder he hosted with his girlfriend, and 

Rabbi Spero of Congregation Anshei Minsk invited 

brothers to Seders on both nights at the downtown 

Minsk synagogue. 

! ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ 

through our numerous philanthropic initiatives. During 

Holocaust and Genocide Awareness Week (HGAW), 

sponsored by Hillel, Tau Omega brothers held the 

annual Reading of the Names, a twenty-four hour vigil 

that has become a cornerstone of HGAW. Additionally, 

many brothers participated in the second annual We 

²ŀƭƪ ǘƻ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ !ƭǇƘŀ 9Ǉǎƛƭƻƴ tƛΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ 

philanthropic iniǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ¸ƻƳ IŀΩ{ƘƻŀƘΦ 

Tau Omega led the fundraising and organizing 

ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ !9tƛ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ¦W!Ωǎ ²ŀƭƪ 

With Israel event. Philanthropy Chair Romar Johnson 

όΩмлύ  Ǉǳǘ ŀƴ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƛƴǘƻ 

coordinating this event with other chapters and with 

AEPi International to offer brothers an opportunity to 

experience what our fraternity offers young men across 

our country. 

DǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƴƎ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊ WƻǊŘŀƴ 5ȅƳŜƴǘ όΩлфύΣ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 

capacity as Hillel President, put together many great 

events and, along with Past Master and current Hillel 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ WƻǎƘ wƻǎŜƴ όΩмлύΣ ŜƴǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ !9tƛ ƘŀŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 

relations on campus with Hillel. Towards the end of the 

academic year, Josh Rosen led a slate of four AEPi 

ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ IƛƭƭŜƭΩǎ ¦ ƻŦ ¢ ōƻŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴow he, along 

ǿƛǘƘ WƻǎƘ aƻǎƪƻǿƛǘȊ όΩмнΤ LǎǊŀŜƭ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎύΣ /ƘŀƛƳ 

YǳƘƴǊŜƛŎƘ όΩмнΤ {ƻŎƛŀƭύ ŀƴŘ wƻƳŀǊ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ όΩмлΤ ¢ȊŜŘŜƪύ 

fill four out of five spots on the Hillel board. Both 

Dyment and Rosen were recognized for their dedication 

to the growth of the campus Jewish community at 

IƛƭƭŜƭΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ aŀȅ мпΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ 

ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¸ƻǊƪ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ 9ǘŀ tƛ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ 

honoured, making it a very special evening for Alpha 

Epsilon Pi.  

¢ŀǳ hƳŜƎŀΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

Jewish community rŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜǎ !ƭǇƘŀ 9Ǉǎƛƭƻƴ tƛΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ 

ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǎ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŦǊŀǘŜǊƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 

chapter is poised to see even greater involvement in the 

coming year. 

/ƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŀǳ hƳŜƎŀΩǎ ²Ŝ ²ŀƭƪ ¢ƻ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ 

event in the Canadian Jewish News can be found here 

Brothers at a seder 

hosted by 

Brotherhood Chair 

Matthew Wasserman 

http://www.cjnews.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=16763&Itemid=101
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Philanthropy and Community Outreach 

 

ɇɇɇɋɋɋ   
Alpha Epsilon Pi ς Tau Omega Chapter ς University of Toronto 

Contributor: Vlad Calina 

To the brothers of Tau Omega, there are few things 

as important as giving back to the community. In the 

midst of the hustle and bustle of university life, there 

exists an incredible dedication on the part of each young 

man in Tau Omega to make some small difference in the 

greater Jewish community. One of the oldest traditions 

of the chapter is the Matzo Mitzvah, where brothers 

dedicate their time to unload scores of matzo boxes for 

Rabbi Aranow. Each year for more than a decade, 

brothers have woken up at the crack of dawn and 

commuted from all parts of the city to an out of sight 

home, tucked away near Bathurst and Lawrence, to help 

the elderly Rabbi unload an 18-wheeler full of matzo 

that he distributes. The labour is hard, but rewarding, 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wŀōōƛΩǎ ŜƳǇǘȅ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ Ŧƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛƳ 

with boxes on boxes of matzo, so much so that merely 

getting around becomes a chore. 

This year, on March 13th, eight brothers came to 

donate their time, and six brothers spent the morning 

unloading the truck. It was a varied group, made up of 

older brothers, experienced guys who had done this for 

years, and newly pledged brothers, who were only just 

acclimating to life in AEPi and at the University of 

Toronto. Brothers came despite having assignments or 

tests later that day, or having gone to bed only a few 

hours before. It was a heart-warming show of 

dedication to the principles of this chapter and 

fraternity. Though it was an exhausting two hours 

unloading dozens of boxes of matzo,  no one left 

displeased. Some brothers were a little bruised and 

ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭƛŦǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǊƳǎΣ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŦŜƭǘ 

phenomenal and fulfilled, helped by the knowledge that 

they had indeed made a difference. 

 
Daniel Farb, Vlad Calina, Lev Naiman, Ben Wachtel, and 

Jeremy Benderoff perform the Matzo Mitzvah in March 
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Philanthropy and Community Outreach 

 

ɇɇɇɋɋɋ   
Alpha Epsilon Pi ς Tau Omega Chapter ς University of Toronto 

The notion of a large-scale, joint event among 

chapters in the Ontario region has long been discussed 

by various representatives, but the limits of our own 

chapters and campuses have often hindered such 

efforts. This changed in March as Tau Omega launched 

AEPi Canada Walks With Israel, a national fundraising 

and awareness campaign that would aim to contribute 

$10,000 to the UJA's Walk With Israel initiative. With a 

vast number of brothers and campuses working towards 

this common goal, it didn't take long for the national 

AEPi team to break into the UJA's top ten fundraising 

teams. Our fundraising totalled nearly $4,500 (more 

than $1,000 of which was raised through our chapter) 

and we were invited to lead the Walk alongside March 

of the Living alumni. 

As the Walk neared, Philanthropy Chair Romar 

Johnson ('10), Master Jesse Cohen ('10) and Intra-

fraternal and Alumni Relations Chair Josh Rosen ('10) 

began contacting each chapter to recruit as many 

participants as possible to walk in solidarity with Israel 

and show how strong our fraternity is on campuses 

nationwide. We prepared promotional materials, t-shirts 

and a booth to make sure our letters were on full 

display throughout the event.  

On the morning of the Walk, more than 40 brothers 

from most of our Ontario campuses united at 

Coronation Park. Decked out in letters, we embarked on 

an eight-kilometre walk through the downtown core. 

Brothers from different chapters had the opportunity to 

meet and share ideas, and prospective members (and 

their parents) had the opportunity to find out more 

about our fraternity and our dedication to the Jewish  

community. The event was a rousing success, and 

preliminary planning has already begun for next year's 

event. As an annual event, Walk With Israel has the 

potential to further entrench AEPi as one of Canada's 

strongest Jewish organizations, lead by the future 

leaders of our community. 

Reflecting on the campaign as a whole, it would not 

have been nearly as successful without the help of our 

friends, parents and alumni. In addition to our brothers 

donating more than $400, Alpha Epsilon Pi International 

made a very generous contribution that was most 

appreciated. Our parents and alumni were integral to 

the success of our fundraising campaign, and we hope 

to continue to build a strong relationship with each 

group over the next year. 

 

Contributor: Josh Rosen 

Tau Omega brothers participating in Walk With Israel on 

May 24, 2009 

Alpha Epsilon Pi is mentioned in an article on 

Walk With Israel here, and pictured here 

http://www.cjnews.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=17060&Itemid=86
http://www.cjnews.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=17009&Itemid=86
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Tau Omega Gets Social! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

AEPi in the Greek Community 

 

ɇɇɇɋɋɋ   
Alpha Epsilon Pi ς Tau Omega Chapter ς University of Toronto 

Contributor: Michael Shapinko 

This year provided much enjoyment for the 

brotherhood within our Greek community. For the first 

ǘƛƳŜΣ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŀ άŦƻǳǊ ǇŀŎƪέ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ 

ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ΨtƛΩ-themed festivities at 

the Phi Kappa Pi manor, and enjoying the company of 

sororities Alpha Omicron Pi as well as our kosher 

counterparts at York, Delta Pi. AEPi was in full form, 

charming both sororities as the hosting Phi Kappa Pi 

brothers were largely absent from their own event! As 

always, Delta Pi had a great time, as we knew them all 

so well to begin with, and AOPi was equally impressed 

with the evening; we hope to see them again next term. 

 It was Mardi Gras at the Robert St Residence (our 

unofficial house) this year with the ladies of Alpha 

Gamma Delta, and there were beads and Creole music 

aplenty! We had games going on in every room, but the 

ǇŀǊǘȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΤ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ƭƻŎŀƭ Ǉǳō ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ 

ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎƛǊƭǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ 

wait to see us again. 

Many brothers would probably tell you that these 

events were great, but the one that stole the show was 

dodge ball with Delta Delta Delta. The largest sorority on 

campus and one of the most enthusiastic and involved 

in Greek life, they had approximately 50 sisters hit the 

court at Hart House. What a shame that most of them 

were beautiful! It turned out that these beauties could 

play, though. We had co-ed teams, and in between 

icebreakers to get to know each other, we had some 

great games of dodge ball!  

To cap the night off, Robert St. hosted the post-

dodge ball social, and those of us committed to having a 

great time were still up at 4 am ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻ 

wonder we love the Tri Delts. 

hǳǊ ƻǳǘƎƻƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƘŀƛǊ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {ƘŀǇƛƴƪƻ όΩлфύ Ƙŀǎ 

left incoming cƘŀƛǊ LƎƻǊ DƛƴȊōǳǊƎ όΩмнύ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ǇƭŀǘǘŜǊ 

for next year, and we all know that Igor is only going to 

build on these opportunities and make AEPi a favourite 

among our colleagues in the Greek community. 
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Greek Life on Campus 

 

ɇɇɇɋɋɋ   
Alpha Epsilon Pi ς Tau Omega Chapter ς University of Toronto 

Contributor: Mike Lavian 

Greek week is a semi-annual event for our 20-plus 

fraternity and sorority organizations to come together 

and demonstrate our prominence in the University of 

Toronto community. Although Greeks (members of 

fraternities & sororities) are different in many ways, 

they share many similarities. The bonds of brotherhood 

and sisterhood provide members with a sense of 

belonging ς a core value of all Greek organizations. This 

offers Greeks a means of sharing common interests, 

business, pleasure, goals, trials and tribulations, 

memorable experiences, academic achievements and 

most of all a way of life. 

On our campus, the Fraternity and Sorority Council 

(FSC) prepares a series of events that our houses 

participate in during Greek week. I have served on the 

FSC board for two consecutive years, most recently 

serving as Website Manager. During the week-long 

festivities, houses participate in events like sports 

intramurals, boat races, and house parties that promote 

unity and networking among our respective 

organizations. At each event, a cover charge is collected 

ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ {ƛŎƪ YƛŘǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

end of the week thousands of dollars are contributed by 

Greeks to this worthy cause. One of the highlights of the 

week is the always-entertaining talent show. This year, 

the AEPi band represented our chapter and put on an 

extraordinary show. WŜǎǎŜ /ƻƘŜƴ όΩмлΤ ǾƻŎŀƭǎύΣ Michael 

{ƘŀǇƛƴƪƻ όΨлфΤ ŘǊǳƳǎύΣ LǎŀŀŎ {ƛƳƳǎ όΨлуΤ ƎǳƛǘŀǊύΣ {ƛƳƻƴ 

{ƛǘǿŜƭƭ όΩмлΤ ōŀǎǎύ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ CŀǊō όΩлфΤ ǾƻŎŀƭǎκa/ύ 

played catchy original offerings and crowd-pleasing 

covers. Their performance was widely applauded within 

the Greek community and the group received significant 

praise from other performers. 

  

Entering the upcoming school year, another AEPi 

brother has been elected to the FSC executive. Igor 

DƛƴȊōǳǊƎ όΩмнύ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ 

Relations for the upcoming year, with the task of 

promoting our Greek community on campus and 

camaraderie among our numerous houses. Hopefully 

there are more exciting events ahead for the Greek 

Community at the University of Toronto! 

 

The AEPi band performs a stellar set for other fraternity and 

sorority members at the Spring Greek Week Talent Show in 

February 


